Corel® Painter® - From Brush Search to Custom Palette.
By Cher Pendarvis
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Schwetzingen Pond Study by Cher Pendarvis

New in Painter X3, the useful Brush Search function in the Property Bar allows you to
type in a brush name or attribute to generate a list of brushes. In this tip, | used the
Brush Search to quickly find three Acrylics brushes that incorporate Real Bristle
qualities, and then | added the brushes to a custom palette. To paint the Schwetzingen
Pond Study above, | used the Acrylics brushes including the Real Dry Flat, Real Wet
Brush and Clumpy Brush.

1. Setting up. After locating the brushes and making the custom palette, we will try out the
brushes. To begin, open a new file. Choose File > New, and in the New dialog box, set up a file
that measures 600 x 600 pixels.
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The New dialog box set up

2. Searching for the brushes. The Brush Search is located in the upper right of the Property
Bar, as you can see in the image below. To perform a search, type a brush name or attribute
into the field and press Enter. A list of brushes appears. The Brush Search feature also features
a brushstroke preview when the cursor is hovered over a brush name.

| O.Real Bristle )

7 “Real Dry Flat™ in "Acrylics”
7Y “Real Long Bristle" in "Acrylics”

¥ "Real Wet Brush” in "Acrylics"

Searching for Real Bristle in the Brush Search

3. Adding the brushes to a custom palette. You can drag brushes directly from the Brush
Search list to a custom palette. To create your own custom palette, hold the Shift key and drag
one of the names in the list from the brush search. A small palette with the brush will
automatically appear. Drag the lower-right corner to expand the size of the palette. Hold the
Shift key and drag another variant from the list and drop it onto the palette. Follow the same
procedure to drag a third brush into your custom palette. To rename your custom palette,
choose Window > Custom Palette > Organizer, and when the window appears, click the
rename button. When the Palette Name dialog appears, type a descriptive name in the field. (I
typed Real Bristle Acrylics.)
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The custom palette with three brushes
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The Custom Palette Organizer dialog box, with the newly renamed custom palette highlighted.

4. Trying out the brushes. To choose a brush on your custom palette, click its icon. Experiment
with the three brushes. Choose the Real Dry Flat and pull a wavy, horizontal stroke. Try varying
the pressure and tilt of the stylus as you apply the stroke. You will notice the stroke thickness
vary as you tilt the pen. Next, choose the Real Long Bristle and paint a stroke. This brush
features longer bristles, and paints nice brushy strokes. Now choose the Real Wet Brush. This
brush is a RealBristle brush that also incorporates subtle bleed and blending as it lays down new
pigment. Continue to explore these and other Acrylics brushes. See image on page 4.
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Strokes painted with the three Acrylics brushes. From top the bottom: The Real Dry Flat, Real Long
Bristle, and Real Wet Brush.

Happy painting!

All content ©Cher Pendarvis 2014

Corel® - An award-winning artist and author, Cher Threinen-Pendarvis has always

pa I ntero worked with traditional art tools. A native Californian, her art is a
W reflection of the inspiring travels she made with her family around the
Pacific Rim—Hawaii, the Philippines, Japan, and Hong King, to name a
few. A pioneer in digital art, Cher has created illustrations using the Macintosh computer for nearly
three decades. She has been widely recognized for her mastery of Painter, Photoshop and the Wacom
pressure-sensitive tablet, and has used these electronic tools since they were first released. Exercising
her passion for Painter’s artist tools, Cher has worked as a consultant and demo-artist for the developers
of Painter. Her artwork has been exhibited worldwide and her articles and art have been published in
many books and periodicals. Cher holds a BFA with Highest Honors and Distinction in Art specializing in
painting and printmaking, and she is a member of the San Diego -Museum of Art Artist Guild and the
Point Loma Artists Association. She has taught Painter and Photoshop workshops around the world, and
is principal of the consulting firm Cher Threinen Design. Cher is author of all ten editions of The Painter
Wow! Book and both editions of The Photoshop and Painter Artist Tablet Book, Creative Techniques in
Digital Painting. To learn more about Cher please visit her web site at www.pendarvis-studios.com
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