Building a custom Corel® Painter® gradient to use in a painting.
By Cher Threinen-Pendarvis

Gradients are fun, useful tools in our Painter artist toolbox. Painter offers interesting
gradient libraries and a powerful gradient editor that allows you to build your own
custom gradients. Custom gradients have many uses, including blocking in colors for the
ocean and sky in an illustration, as shown above. To create a custom gradient for my
painted study Serene Sea, | began by customizing a two-point gradient with new color,
and then | added more colors for interest. When | was pleased with the gradient, | saved
it and then applied it to my image, to establish the base colors for painting.

Corel® Painter® Tip Page 1



1. Choosing a sky blue color. Begin by choosing a vibrant sky blue in the Color panel. If the
Color panel is not open, choose Window > Color Panels > Color. Click on the blue you desire to

choose it.
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Choosing a sky blue in the Color Panel

2. Setting up the basic two-point gradient in the Gradients panel. Now open the Gradients

panel. Choose Window > Media Control > Panels > Gradients to open the Gradients panel. On
the panel you will see Gradient Type icons: Linear, Radial, Circular, and Spiral. Click on the
Linear gradient type to choose it. Then click on the Right to Left icon near the bottom of the

icon group.
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The Gradients panel with Two-Point gradient, Linear Gradient and Right to Left options chosen
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3. Editing the gradient. Next, to open the Edit Gradient window, click the button on the upper
right corner of the panel, and choose Edit Gradient from the pop-up menu.
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Choosing Edit Gradient from the pop-up menu

Now, edit the two-point gradient and add more color control points on the color ramp bar.
Choose a new color in the Color panel, and then click the color ramp to add a new color
control point. Follow this process (of choosing a new color, and adding color control points) to
add more new colors with additional color controls points. When you have the gradient as you
like it, save it as follows: From the pop-up menu on the Gradients panel, choose Save
Gradient, and when the dialog appears, type a name in the field (I typed Sky and Sea).
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Left Image - Clicking to add a color control point on the color bar in the Edit Gradient window
Right Image - The gradient with additional color control points added, shown in the Edit
Gradient window
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4. Applying the new gradient to an image. Now that you have your gradient saved and ready,
apply it to your image. My 800 x 600-pixel image was ready to be filled. To apply the gradient,
choose Edit > Fill. When the Fill dialog appears choose the Fill with Gradient button. The image
with the gradient is shown at the beginning of the tip, ready to paint.

Happy painting!
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The completed Gradient in the Gradient Panel
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Choosing Fill with Gradient in the Fill dialog
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All content © Cher Pendarvis 2014

Corel® - An award-winning artist and author, Cher Threinen-Pendarvis has always

pa I ntero worked with traditional art tools. A native Californian, her art is a
W reflection of the inspiring travels she made with her family around the
Pacific Rim—Hawaii, the Philippines, Japan, and Hong King, to name a
few. A pioneer in digital art, Cher has created illustrations using the Macintosh computer for nearly
three decades. She has been widely recognized for her mastery of Painter, Photoshop and the Wacom
pressure-sensitive tablet, and has used these electronic tools since they were first released. Exercising
her passion for Painter’s artist tools, Cher has worked as a consultant and demo-artist for the developers
of Painter. Her artwork has been exhibited worldwide and her articles and art have been published in
many books and periodicals. Cher holds a BFA with Highest Honors and Distinction in Art specializing in
painting and printmaking, and she is a member of the San Diego -Museum of Art Artist Guild and the
Point Loma Artists Association. She has taught Painter and Photoshop workshops around the world, and
is principal of the consulting firm Cher Threinen Design. Cher is author of all ten editions of The Painter
Wow! Book, and both editions of The Photoshop and Painter Artist Tablet Book, Creative Techniques in
Digital Painting. To learn more about Cher please visit her web site at www.pendarvis-studios.com
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