Create Text Effects

[ With Vectors

Creating eye-catching text is one of the most important skills
in the graphic arts world. From business cards to billboards,
text is often more prominent than artwork—sometimes it’s the
only artwork on a page. The good news is, it’s easy to create
professional text effects with Paint Shop Pro 8.

Paint Shop Pro lets you turn ordinary messages into beautiful
designs in a few simple steps. Because you can create text as

a vector object, you can resize it, reshape it, and move it

around like any other graphic. With the help of Paint Shop Pro
and this tutorial, you can design artistic text for all your graphics.

What you’ll need:

m Jasc® Paint Shop™ Pro®

When you complete this tutorial

you’ll be able to:

m Create a new vector layer

m Set Text Tool options

m Use the Materials palette

m Place text

m Resize and rotate text

m Select and size text using the Object Selection Tool
m Convert text to character shapes

m Use the Pen Tool to edit text shapes

m Add new vector layer backgrounds

m The end result: A magazine cover for a best-of issue

P
JascSoftware’
[

the power to create®

www.jasc.com
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Open a New Vector Layer

1 . If Paint Shop Pro 8 isn’t already open on your computer, start it up by choosing

Start > Programs > Jasc Software > Jasc Paint Shop Pro or double click the

Paint Shop Pro 8 Icon on your desktop.

2 . Click the New image button in the Toolbar.

3 . Set the following values in the New Image dialog:

Width: 800

B Height: 1000

Units: Pixels

Resolution: 200

Units: Pixels/cm

Mark the Vector Background box.

4 . Click Ok to open the image in the workspace.

Set Tool Options

5 . On the Tools toolbar, select the Text Tool.

©
A
mh

6 . In the Tool Options palette, use these settings:

Create as: Vector

B Font: Haettenschweiler

Size: 300 5
Stroke Width: 10 wne sipes
Mark Anti-alias
Mark Auto kern

Leading: O

Create asi Font:

Vector | |Haettenschweiler o | | 300 o

Join:

- [&

PEP

New Image

Pressts: |

Image Dimenzsions

= gty . 800 ¥ Units:
Fizels “

$ Height: 1000 ==V

Resolutiorn: 200000 S | Pisels/em v

Image Characteristics

() Raster Background |i

(®)Vector Background [

Color depth ;| 16 Milion Colors [24 bit) [+

Color:

temon Required : MM

e 800 » 1000 Pixels

o Cancel Help
(o] (o) (i)

Sizet ST:? Wédi(pixEIS):Ami-a\iax Agm% % F;;t stﬁ g ﬁ
Miter limnit: Keming: Leading:
W0 e [V]Adto kem 0 A

Note: All the fonts in this tutorial should be standard Windows fonts. If you do not have fonts used

below, follow along with the fonts on your computer. The size is large because our goal is to fill the

space with text.
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In the Materials palette, click the Foreground/Stroke box. This will open the Materials dialog.

Click the color box in the first column and the fifth row (R:0 G:O B:255). Click OK. To set the
Background/Fill color to red, click the Background/Fill box. Click the color box in the fifth
column and the first row (R: 255, G: 64, B: 64). Click OK. To set Texture to None, click the

Color button on the bottom of the Foreground/Stroke box. Repeat the process for the

Background/Fill box.

adient | 4 Pattern

All tonls

G 0

[
L 128 S
e —

B |25 ]
il

Link colors HTML: #O000FF

Material
[ Texture Shyle [ Texture
® Color | ) Gradient| $# Pattem Asphalt 01

Azphalt 01

Angle

Scale

Current:

Previous:

Link colors

Add to swatches. .

Angle:

Scale:

Current

Frevious:

L. 160 [

HTML:  #FF4040

Add to swatches.

[ 0K ][ Cancel ][

Help ] [

akK ][ Cancel ][ Help ]

Add Text to a Vector Layer

8.

Choose View > Rulers.

9.

click Apply.

 Texrt Entry

P |

Enter text hera:

i

D Remember text

With the Text cursor, click at 150 pixels across and 300 pixels down. Type capital B and
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1 O = In the Tool Options and Materials palettes, change these settings to:

B Font: Lucida Sans Unicode = rew  cewes  ron e ik wlh e [ Font syl
A ;‘Ve(tur s | | Lucids Sans Unicod [+ | 300 [a| 100 Ziar = B ‘£| U A
B Click the Italic icon + Lne syl Joins_ Miter limiv Kemingi  Leadingi
0 S| []Aue kem =T
B Set both Foreground/Stroke
and Background/Fill colors to dark HE (] Testurs
@ Color | ) Gradient | 4§ Pattem Asphal 01

Green (R: 0, G: 128, B: 0). In the

Materials dialog, the swatch is in the

third row and the third column.

Soale:

Current:

R d
G 128 CV g |25 CV Previous:
B0 Ev L 54 B
[#] Lirtk. colars HTHML: | #008000
Add to swatches...
[ OF ][ Cancel ][ Help ]

Text Entry [a] D _
Enter text hara: g@
Y |

E

1 1 = With the Text cursor, click at 300

pixels across and 150 pixels down. [ Remmrisctas
Type capital E and click Apply.
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1 2 . On Tool Options and Materials palettes, change these settings to:

Font: Monotype Corsiva

X . Presets: - Create as: Font: Size: Stroka width (pirels): nti-alias Niﬂment: Iﬁlstyle:
A E‘Ve(lor v | | Monotype Cosiva [ve| 300 [+ ] 52 4w []énia = = Bl/0 A
| Stroke: 5 © - Lnestyle: Join: Mitar lirnit: Keming: Leading o
) L. e —— 10 v | e kem Bl X
B Unclick the Italic icon '
B Click the Bold icon
B Set Foreground/Stroke to a bright yellow (R:0, G:255 B: 255). In the Materials dialog, the
swatch is in the second row and the first column.
B Set the Background/Fill colors to blue (R: 64, G: 64, B: 255). In the Materials dialog, the
swatch is in the fifth row and the fifth column.
Material Material
Style [ Texture Style [ Terture
® Color | D Gradient | # Patiem Asphalt 01 @ Color | ) Gradient| % Pattem tisphalt 01

Scale: Scale:
Current: Current:
R: 64

R 258 v Ho 2 Gy =] RB4 Sv G .

o |25 B G 255 2| Previous o [ =9 & B Bzt
B0 v L128 Zv B 25 2V L (180 v
[¥] Link colars HTHL: HFFFFOO [#] Link colors HTML:  H4040FF

Add to swatches Add to swatches...
[ [1]:8 ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ] [ [1]:4 ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ]

U —
Q@l

Text Enktry

Enter text here:

5

[ |Remember text

1 3 = With the Text cursor, click at 150

pixels across and 600 pixels down.

Type capital S and click Apply.
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1 4 = On the Tool Options and Materials palettes, change these settings to:
B Font: Arial Black

B Stroke: 15

Unclick the Bold icon

521

Presets: - Create ast Fant: Sizet Stroke w_fth [pinels): Ami-ahas Ahﬁmenl: _ Font style:
L AT [vedor | [ Aral Black v [0 [a] |50 (v = B,/UA
- Line style: Jaing Miter lirnit: Keming: Leadi
=X 10 Ay | [ kem 0 Ay

B Set both Foreground/Stroke to a bright yellow (R: 255, G:64 B: 64). In the Materials dialog,
the swatch is in the second row and the first column.
B Set the Background/Fill colors to blue (R: 64, G: 64, B: 255). In the Materials dialog, the

swatch is in the fifth row and the fifth column.

—

Material Material
Style [ Texture Style [ Texture
® Color | ) Gradient| 4 Pattem Asphalt 01 @ Color |} Gradient & Pattern Agphalt 01
R S
Angle: Angle:
Scale: Secale:
Current:
R: 255 3w H: 2585 (3w "]
— — |
g 64 B g 255 3“’ Previous: Previous:
g 64 csv L 180 cv
[+] Link colors HTHL: #FF4040 [¥] Link colors HTML: H#FFFFE0
|
[ Ok ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ] [ Ok ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ]
1 5 = With the Text cursor, click at 500 pixels Text Entry
. Enter text hara:
across and 600 pixels down. Type (lower
t
case) t. Click Apply.

e
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Position, Resize, and Rotate Text

1 6 . Click the circle in the center of the t and E
drag the letter to 500 pixels across and c

800 pixels down.

Tip: If the t is not already selected, select the
Object Selection Tool on the Tools toolbar. Then

click the t to select it.

1 7 Click the handle at the upper right of the 0
selection box for the letter t and drag it up
and to the left to 450 pixels down and 750

pixels across. e
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T
1 8 Click the rotation handle on the selection D__
box for the letter t and rotate it so it lines _
up with 730 pixels across and 760 pixels 3—
down. The top of the t should now line U_
up with the background grid. _

, E00 S00

=
‘e
b

e R R R R R R A R K A A K A K R I R I RO,
R M

1 9 . On the Tools toolbar, click the Object
Selection Tool. Click the S to select

it. Click the circle in the center of the
selection box and drag the S to 250 'K
pixels across and 750 pixels down.
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o -
-
o -
0-
20 . Click the upper-right handle of the selection ‘
box for the letter S and drag it to 450 pixels _
i
across and 520 pixels down. HE
6_:
i
-
o -
3
S B B P
-
21 . Click the rotation handle on the selection box |
for the letter S and rotate it counter clockwise E_
until it lines up with 400 pixels across and 650 _
pixels down. '
=
HE
Tip: Often it’s easier to reposition blocks of text E
after you resize and rotate them. :
]
o "
=
o -
0-
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22 . Click the center circle of the selection box for
the letter S and move it again to 220 pixels 3
across and 750 pixels down.

23 = Click the letter B. Click the lower left handle
on the selection box and move it to 350 pixels | :
across and 400 pixels down.
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_0...|.. SRR TP i T PR RPN
o
—
-
24 . Click the rotation handle for the selection box
for the letter B and rotate the letter clockwise o
until it lines up with 400 pixels across and 300 |
pixels down. _
E
o
o
'
u-
D 1
=
25 = Click the circle in the center of the selection i

box for the letter B and move it until it lines up

with 250 pixels across and 250 pixels down.
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26 = Click the letter E. Click the lower left handle

on the selection box and drag it until it lines

up with 450 pixels across and 350 pixels E

down.

2 7 . Click the rotation handle for the selection box =
for the letter E and rotate it counter clockwise

until it lines up with 720 pixels across and 170 § ]

pixels down.
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2_:

28 . Click the circle at the center of the selection HE
box for the letter E and move it down and to

the left until it lines up with 650 pixels across

and 250 pixels down. §_:

Convert Text to Curves as Character Shapes

So far we've created four separate letters that can be resized, moved, and rotated at will. But we want to
be able to edit each letter’s shape as well. A necessary intermediary step is to convert the text to curves as

character shapes.

29 . Click the Object Selection Tool if it is not already active. If the Layer palette is not displayed,
choose View > Palettes > Layers. Now select the B and choose Objects > Convert Text to
Curves > As Character Shapes. Repeat this process for the S, E, and t. On the Layers palette,

notice that all the letters have a + next to them.

Objects  Selections  Window  Help

Align »
Diskribute ¥
Make Same Size r
Make same size: G

Arrange 4 =

‘e
arau 3
aredp Materials = o O

[i Propetties...

) Ii Ii E »

C t Texk ko C b IAl ;
onvert Text ko Curves A As Single Shape = [i T— - ED
Edit w1235 A= Characker Shapes [ﬁ ; ey
Mode Type 3 BE =
T« >
Transform Selected Modes 3
e -
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object for each letter automatically.

Note: For this project, we wanted to set the properties for each letter ahead of time. That is why we
created four separate text boxes rather than typing BESt into one text box and later editing that box.
For longer phrases, the single box method may be more effective. In that case, converting text to curves
as character shapes is a more important step than it is in this example because it creates a separate

Edit Text With the Pen Tool

Even though we’ve done a lot with the standard fonts in Windows, you can change every curve of every

letter if you add nodes to them first. Let’s try it.

2
*

31 . Click the + next to the B layer. Now click the B layer in the object
drop down. This will place nodes on the B.

30 . In the Tools toolbar, click the Pen Tool.

m B R Wn”

ElIi'-.-'ecmrl
it
o
L
éEB

TN

>EN

EICIEIE

32 = Click the nodes on the inside circles and drag them

about 20 pixels closer to the outside of the B.

The goal is to make the B thinner looking by giving it

larger inside circles as shown.
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33 = To smooth out the curves, click the handles on the inner
circles of the B and move their arrows. The goal is to

match the curves to the outer curves of the B.

34 . To select the S, click the + next to the S layer object and
click the S in the object drop down.

35 . To add weight, or thickness to the S, click the nodes on
the thicker parts and drag them about 10 pixels out.

@ ¥Yector Text Demo™ @ 49% (Vector

_|:||.|||2|:"P|I||l‘.|:":l
a -
7
o 4
0-
=
0
o
Layer - o 0O X
@B RE e~
E|Ii'w.-'eu:tu:-r1 *’.!’& :
= 1] ®
cEs >
LT
= =
EIEB
5
£ >
=
0
0=
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36 = Now smooth the curves as in Step 32. -:

[ e e L]

[ ]

37 . To select the E, click the + next to the E layer and click the E in the object drop down.

38 . Click the nodes on the left of the E and drag them 20 pixels to the

left. Because the tines of the E are angled, you will need to also
drag the handle down as shown.

39 = To select the t, click the + next to the t layer and click the t in the object drop down.

40 = Click the four lower nodes on the cross section of the t and drag
them 30 pixels up as shown.
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Add Vector Background Layers

To complete the image, we will add individual backgrounds behind the letters.

41 = In the Layer palette, click the New Layer -0Ox
Vector Layer icon. In the New Vector T Iﬂg B 7

Layer dialog, don’t change anything. [fi vector 1 |“" B
Click OK. 8 MNew Vector Layer

Presets: | Default ™

General | Blend Ranges

Mame: Wector 2

Blend mode: | Marmal i

Dpacity: 100 = Layer is vizsible
Link, zet: o =%

[T Highlight in layer palette:

| k. %J [ Cancel l [ Help

A
42 . Click the Preset Shapes Tool on the Tools toolbar. %

[#]Retain style [w]Creste as vector Line style:

Ld

43 . On the Tool Options palette, select the standard ‘—

Rectangle shape. Make sure all boxes are marked. [+#]Anti-slias
Views: | Large Icons
Ellipse Rectangle Founded Rectangle
D§F:'l,F‘ai|'|I:Shu|:uPrD'l,Preset She
Triangle Pentagon Hexagon
o
A

ckagon Dodacagon Star 1 g
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44 . Draw a rectangle from the upper left corner to 420 pixels @ Vector Text Demo™ @ 49% (Vector |

across and 490 pixels down, in the center of the canvas. i M S e B S

45 = Click the + next to Vector 2 to reveal the Rectangle drop down. Double click Rectangle. In the
Vector Property dialog, unmark in the Stroke color box. Mark the Fill box. Click the Fill color box. In
the Materials dialog, click the color box in the sixth row and second column (R: 255, G: 255, B:

128). In the Vector Property dialog, click OK. A yellow rectangle should appear over the letter B.

Layer -0 X
@ BPR K "~
Sl e[S EDD e = —

- E) Re<tang | " ® Color | ) Gradient | 4 Pattem Azphalt 11

H = —

Ii Wecto

[+ & Vector Property

Narme: Fectangle

Yector Property

Mame:  Rectangle Stroke Stroke width: Join: Miter limit:
1.00 v wm
Stroke Stroke width: Join Miter | = =
1.00 i - .
& @ : Line Style: Yector Property
Color: R: 0, G: 0, B: 0| I%F'"
Texture: Mone Mame; Rectangle

[CIFin y ]
I Visible Anti Stroke Stroke width: Join: Miter firit:

o) o] L

-
Wigible Anti-alias 1.00 b E =

[ ak. ] [ Cancel ] [ Help Line Style:
g P | 1
0 0 & Prei Yisible Anti-alias
G: e 5 > 4
B: |0 Eald Lo Eahd | aK I\eJ [ Cancel ] [ Help ]
2%
Link colors HTHL:  HOO0000

Add to swatches. .

[ (0] ][ Canicel ][ Help ]
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46 = In the Layer palette, drag Vector 1 above Vector 2. This will place layer i - O X

the letter on top of the background. Y Ii EI .. Y »

i vz = N
Ii'-.-'e-:t-:nrl *’.'!”

rn oAl A

47 - Repeat steps 40 to 45 for each letter, choosing contrasting colors for the backgrounds. We chose
a salmon color behind the E (R: 255, G: 192, B:192), a red behind the S (R: 255, G: 64, B: 64),
and a light blue behind the t (R:128, G: 128, B: 255).

Next Steps:

Now that you know how to create eye-popping text,
you can design unique messages, from advertisements

and magazine covers to greeting cards and CD covers.




