_Create Unique Web
Buttons |

With Paint Shop Pro 8’s selection of more than 75 ready-made | ‘& Image11* @ 10... M=) %]
buttons makes it a snap to create a Web site with style and
panache. Using the Preset Shapes Tool, you can choose your
favorite button and modify it to suit your site’s design. Here
we’ll teach you the quickest and easiest way to create your
own custom Web buttons.

What you’ll need:

m Jasc® Paint Shop™ Pro®

When you complete this tutorial

you’ll be able to:

m Create a new image

m Draw a shape with the Preset Shapes Tool
m Change the color of a shape

m Add and position text on a shape

m Add a drop shadow to text

m Crop an image
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Create Unique Web Buttons

Create a New Image

1.

If Paint Shop Pro 8 isn’t already open on your computer, start it up by choosing
Start > Programs > Jasc Software > Jasc Paint Shop Pro or double click the

Paint Shop Pro 8 Icon on your desktop.
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PEP

Choose File > New. In the New Image dialog set: File Edit ¥iew Help
m Width: 200 pixels O Mew.. Chrl+h
. i i
B Height: 200 pixels = Open. Dy N
B Mark the Transparent box — v
Click OK. Image Dimenzions
- fidth . 200 S Units:
Fixels b |
} Height: 200 ==tV !
Resoltion: 200000 2 [Pielsfinch |+
Image Characteriztics
(%) Raster Background |i
(O Wector Background [l
Color depth: | 16 Million Colars [24 bit) [+]
Calar:
- A
temory Required:  157.3 KBytes -)
Bttt 200 » 200 Pixels
Ok ] [ Cancel ] l Help ]
3 . Select the Preset Shape Tool from the #\MI-.
Tools toolbar. e
“iew! | Large Icons b
' A
4 . On the Tool Options palette, click the arrow
Button OBE Button 067 Button 062
next to the shapes list and choose
Button 073. =) =)
Button OE9 Button 070 Batton 071
Button 072 Button 073 Bugtton 074 aa

FPaintshanProd Presat Sh
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5 . Make sure the Retain style, Anti-alias, and Create as vector boxes are marked. Creating the

button as a vector will allow you to easily edit its look.

X . Presets: [#] Retain style [] Creste as vector Lire style: 1Width: Jain: Mliter lirnit:

' M E] Anti-alia: IR

6 = With the Preset Shapes Tool, line up the cross with the @ Image11 @ 100... E]@
upper left-hand side of the background, click, and drag

your mouse until the button is the size you want.

Change the Color

7 . Mouseover the Layer palette and click the + next to Laver . R,
Vector 1, then click the + next to Button 073. |i Ii EI .. Ii »
This expands those items.
b LE wector 1 e 100
Tip: If the Layer palette isn't displayed, choose View > = Iﬂ Buttan 072 | <%
Palettes > Layers or press F8. P B Bevel |3
- B Bevel |
8 . Under Button 073, , B Bevel |7
double-click on the S—— | I pevel |
Vector Object 0 I Bewel |
[ Strake Stroke width: Jain: Miter limit:
labeled Color. 10 &M [mg [0 &~ . Bevel |y
ol Line Style: E:' EEUEI m
Fill
9 . Inthe Vector Properties - \ l B Bevel |
. . . Yizible Anti-aliaz B | I
dialog, click the Fill Color: R 0, @i 145, B 195 B Peve
box. This opens the HTeﬁtﬁre: NJDnEl TEMCET H Help EZI Color
| P Cutline | P4

Material dialog.
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1 O . In the Material dialog, you can click Material

anywhere on the colored circle or click any Syl [ Testure

. @ Color i i Asphalt 01
of the colored boxes below the circle to ), Giochent| % Peliem G

choose a color for your button. Once

you’ve chosen a color, click OK.

Scale:

Current:

__P

Previous:

g 5 2w L1728 -

Link colors HTHL: HFFOOFF
Add bo swatches. .

[ Ok ] l Cancel ] [ Help ]
Add Text
1 1 . On the Layer palette click the New Vector | Laver
Layer button and name the new layer Text. ﬁ Ii EI .!” =
|""'E':':':1I'~.Iew Yeckor Lag <
|| 9

General | Blend Ranges

1 2 = Select the Text Tool from the Tools toolbar.

Mame: Text

Blend mode: | M orrna-l v

Opacity: 100 : ™ Layer iz vizsible
Link zet: 0 =hd

[ Highlight in layer palette:

[ QK. ] [ Cancel ] [ Help

1 3 = On the Tool Options palette at the top of the screen, you can choose your font and font size.

Make sure to choose Vector from the Create as: drop-down, and mark the Anti-alias box.

Font style: Ling style:

X Presats Create as! Fant: Size! Stroke width (pixelsj:Anti-alias Aligrirnent:
A Vector | % | | ComicSansMs (s (26 s 20 D = =E = B /U A& I =




Create Unique Web Buttons

Page 4

Note: Creating the text as a vector will make it easier for you to manipulate the text.

For this example, we used Comic Sans at 26 points and a stroke width of 2. While Comic Sans works

well, you can use your favorite font and font size.

1 4 = Once you’ve set your font and font size, you
can set the color using the Materials palette,
or click the Background Fill box (the lower
box) to open the Material dialog. You can
choose a text color the same way you
choose a button color in Step 9. Once

you’ve chosen a color, click OK.

1 5 = Now, click inside your button. This opens
the Text Entry box, where you’ll add the
text you want for your button. Once you’ve
entered your text click Apply. For this

example, we typed News.

Position the Text

Material
Style [ Texture
@ Color | ) Gradient| 4 Pattern

Azphalt 01

1 6 = Move the text on your button by clicking the circle in the

middle of the boundary box and dragging the box into position.

When the Mover icon is displayed, you can place the text

where you want it to appear on the button.

Scale:
Current:
R: |25 (& H: (212 (s - 2e]
G 0 Al g (255 [Ew Prewvious:
7 h'd ¥ bd
B: 255 &w L 128 (s
ECECHIC T S
Link. colars HTHL: HFFOOFF
Add to swatches...
[ OK l [ Cancel l ’ Help l
Text Entry B |
Enter text hare:
Mews
DRememher text [ Apply ] [ ] ]

% Image11* @ 10... E]@
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Add a Drop Shadow

1 7 Flat text might not stand out enough on the Web, so let’s
add a shadow behind the text, or a drop shadow. Before
you can add a drop shadow, you have to convert your
vector text layer to raster. Mouseover the Layer palette

to expand it.

1 8 Now choose Effects > 3D Effects > Drop Shadow.

HE

r_.__lJ

S 0

lia]

Ly

Mew Raster Laver..,
Mew Veckor Lavver,..
Mew Layer Group
Mew Mask Laver

Mew Adjuskment Layer

Duplicate
Delete
Ungroup lavers
Rename

Properties. .,

Arrange
Wiew

Merge

Convert ko Raster Layer
Promote Background Lawer
Promote Selection Ta Laver

Defloat

Ctrl+shift+F
Ctrl+shift+F

'8 Drop Shadow

Presets: | Last Uszed

Offset
Wertical

Altributes
Opacity:
&

Blur:

Color:

ak i[ Cancel ][ Help

l

#
Harizontal: 1—@

[] Shadow on new layer
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The Drop Shadow dialog allows you to adjust '8 Drop Shadow o3
the placement, color, and opacity of your drop Peet ¥] )
shadow. From the Offset area you can choose

how far your shadow shows up from your

original text. Here we set both Horizontal and

Vertical to 1, since we want our shadow right

below and to the right of our text. From the

Attributes area you can choose the blur, opacity, 100
and color of your shadow. Here we use the same \ngrstfctalz 1 N
color as our font, which works well in general. Horizontak 1 S
At the top of the dialog you will see your text o gt;l'ﬂc:‘t‘yes S Ee
without the drop shadow and a preview of the

text with the drop shadow applied. To see how e N
the drop shadow will appear on the image, click s -
the Proof button (the eye under the right preview [ Shadow on new layer
window). Once you are satisfied with the ok J[ concel [ e |

appearance of the drop shadow, click OK.

Crop

20 = To get rid of the extra background, and keep your Web button as small as possible, crop
your button. Choose the Crop Tool from the Tools toolbar on the left. Click and drag the '{*Qz

Crop tool around your button to select the crop area. Now you should have a crop window

on your photo. Click and drag the sides of the crop window to adjust the size. Once you’re

happy with the crop positioning, double click inside the crop window to apply the crop.

[Tip: You can also click the Accept button on the Tools Options palette to apply the crop.

Next Steps:

That’s all there is to it! You’ve created a button you can
use on the Web. Work through Speed up your Web site
with the GIF Optimizer to learn how to get your button
to load quickly and beautifully.

Paint ShopPro8

TR e e

it | A

Page 6



